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one of their "bagnios, where you are treated after the
eastern manner, washing- with hot and cold water, with
oils, and being rubbed with a kind of strigil of seal-
skin, put on the operator's hand like a glove. This bath
did so open my pores, that it cost me one of the greatest
colds I ever had in my life, for want of necessary caution
in keeping myself warm for some time after; for, coming
out, I immediately began to visit the famous places of
the city; and travelers who come into Italy do nothing
but run up and down to see sights, and this city well
deserved our admiration, being the most wonderfully
placed of any in the world, built on so many hundred
islands, in the very sea, and at good distance from the
continent. It has no fresh water except what is reserved
in cistern from rain, and such as is daily brought from
terra fir ma in boats, yet there was no want of it, and all
sorts of excellent provisions were very cheap.

It is said that when the Huns overran Italy, some
mean fishermen and others left the mainland, and fled
for shelter to these despicable and muddy islands, which,
in process of time, by industry, are grown to the great-
ness of one of the most considerable States, considered
as a Republic, and having now subsisted longer than any
of the four ancient Monarchies, flourishing in great state,
wealth, and glory, by the conquest of great territories in
Italy, Dacia, Greece, Candia, Rhodes, and Sclavonia, and
at present challenging the empire of all the Adriatic Sea,
which they yearly espouse by casting a gold ring
into it with great pomp and ceremony, on Ascension-day;
the desire of seeing this was one of the reasons that
hastened us from Rome.

The Doge, having heard mass in his robes of state
(which are very particular, after the eastern fashion),
together with the Senate in their gowns, embarked in
their gloriously painted, carved, and gilded Bucentora,
environed and followed by innumerable galleys, gondo-
las, and boats, filled with spectators, some dressed in
masquerade, trumpets, music, and cannons. Having
rowed about a league into the Gulf, the Duke, at the
prow, casts a gold ring and cup into the sea, at which a
loud acclamation is echoed from the great guns of the
Arsenal, and at the Liddo. We then returned.
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